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THE BASIC FACTS ON ISLAM:

· 1.3 billion followers of Islam; 1 out of every 5 persons.

· Islam is the second largest religion in the world.

· Islam is the fastest-growing religion in the world.
· 6 million Muslims live in the U.S. There are more Muslims than Methodists.

· There were 30 mosques in the U.S. in 1990. Today there are over 3000.

· 20% of Muslims are Arabs; 5% of Arabs are non-Muslim.

· 40% of Muslims live in South and Southeast Asia; 30% live in Africa.

· Indonesia has the largest number of Muslims within its borders: 181 million.

TWO MAJOR SECTS: SUNNI AND SHI’ITE

· 80% of Muslims are Sunni, and 20% are Shi’ite.

· The sects arose over a political dispute about who should succeeded Muhammad. The Sunni argued that the successor should be elected. The Shi’ite insisted that the successor should come from the bloodline of Muhammad. Ali was their first successor.

TWO MAJOR GROUPS: MODERATE AND MILITANT

· Moderates interpret the Qur’an figuratively and stress the early/Meccan revelations.

· Militants interpret the Qur’an more literally and stress the latter/Median revelations.

SUFISM: THE POPULAR BRANCH OF ISLAM

· The belief and practice in which Muslims seek a direct personal experience with God and his divine love.

· It is the mystical wing of Islam.

· 70% of all Muslims are acquainted with Sufism.

· It is a reaction to the strict legalistic fundamentalism of Orthodoxy Islam, which believes in the absolute transcendence of God.

· Sufism brings God near with its pantheistic doctrine, “All is God and God is all”.

BASIC BELIEFS:

· Faith in Allah – One great idea: Monotheism.

· Angels – What is faith? Faith is belief in God and his angels. Angels are holy beings who sing hymns to Allah and run the administration of their respective provinces. Gabriel is the most dominant due to his function as the bearer of divine revelation.

· Holy Books – Allah has given a long series of revelations, including the Old and New Testaments, concluding with the Qur'an, which supersedes and essentially abolishes the others.

· The Prophets – Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad.

· Predestination/Fatalism – everything happens, whether good or evil by the direct desire and decree of Allah.

· Judgment Day – the day in which the good and evil deeds of all people will be weighed on a scale.

BASIC RELIGIOUS PRACTICES: THE PILLARS OF RELIGION
· Reciting the Short Creed known as the “Shahadah”: “There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet/messenger”. This is all that is needed for someone to become a Muslim. The very foundation of the Islamic religion.

· Prayer - Muslims are called to prescribed prayers 5 times a day. They turn toward Mecca while praying.

· Fasting – During the entire month of Ramadan Muslims must fast during the day, although eating at night is allowed. The fast commemorates the first revelation of the Qur'an to Muhammad. 

· Alms Giving – Muslims are required to give 2½% of their income to the poor.

· Pilgrimage to Mecca – All physically and financially able Muslims are required to at least once during their lifetime make a trip to the birthplace of Muhammad.

· Participation in Jihad, “Holy War” – Most Muslims interpret Jihad as an internal or spiritual struggle for the supremacy of Islam, but many others understand Jihad as including an external militaristic struggle, defending Islam from perceived enemies.

TRUE OR FALSE?

“Islam is an intimate personal connection to the same God

worshipped by Jews and Christians. . . “

“Islam is a Religion of Peace”

According to Muslims, Jesus was a Prophet of God who preceded

and predicted Muhammad’s coming?

Muhammad did many miracles like Jesus?

The Koran is about the same length as the New Testament?

Muslims believe in the existence of Satan and Hell?

According to Islamic teachings Jesus never died on a cross

and was not resurrected from the dead?

THE BASIC FACTS IN THE LIFE OF MUHAMMAD:

570 AD
Muhammad was born in the Arab city of Mecca.

578
He was primarily raised by his uncle and even though was orphaned he lived a relatively normal childhood. As a young man, he earned a living as a shephard and trader.

595              He married a wealthy widow named Khadija when he was 25 years old.

595-610 
As was the custom of the day he would retreat to a lonely place to practice asceticism, worship and pray. During this time, he grew more and more discontent with the paganism and idolatry of his society. This was not unique since several other prominent citizens of Mecca had already denounced paganism and declared their faith in the one true God along with the Jews and Christians in the area.

610
At age 40, during a time of lonely meditation Muhammad believed that he received his prophetic call from God through the angel Gabriel. His first impression left him feeling like an evil spirit possessed him.

613
 After a long three-year interval of silence, he sank into the depths of despair, but the interlude passed and he resumed receiving messages at regular intervals until his death 23 years later.

613-621
He began preaching his mission first among his friends and relatives and then publicly in the city. His basic message was to proclaim that 1) Allah (the word for God in Arabic) was one and there was no other; 2) Resurrection and the last judgment; 3) the practice of charity to the poor and orphans.

     His first converts were among his own relatives; gradually he attracted a small group of followers, mostly among the young and poor in status. The powerful and influential Meccans opposed this new self-proclaimed prophet. They resisted his doctrine of God’s oneness for it stood against their polytheistic beliefs and their interest in preserving their inherited way of life. Muhammad was openly mocked. There were accusations that he was a soothsayer, madman, or even demon-possessed.

622
As tension increased it became obvious that his mission was not succeeding in Mecca. He sought a new base of operation and found it in the city of Medina. Muhammad and about 150 followers immigrated to Medina where they found the people more inclined toward monotheism. In Medina, he became an able diplomat as well as a religious figure.

622-624
Muhammad had remarkable success in unifying the various Arab factions and even the influential Jewish tribes, even though they rejected his message and prophethood. At first, he made concessions in order to find favor with the Jews, i.e.: He prescribed his disciples to turn toward Jerusalem while praying and adopted the Jewish Day of Atonement as a festival. But because of their rejection, eventually, his attitude and policy toward the Jews changed. He altered the direction of prayer from Jerusalem to Mecca and the time of fasting to the whole 9th month of Ramadan. Pronouncements in the Qur’an became more severe in their criticism of the Jews. At this time Abraham became the central figure in the history of Islam, in contrast to Judaism’s focus on Moses and Christianity’s focus on Jesus.
     A Serious challenge Muhammad faced in Medina was finding a means of financial support for himself and his followers. They found their greatest financial reward in raiding commercial Meccan caravans. In order to legitimize this endeavor, Muhammad apparently and conveniently received new revelations regarding permission to fight with the sword and also introduced new incentives, such as special rewards for those who were reluctant to fight.

624
The Meccans sent a large force of fighting men in order to intimidate Muhammad and his men. The two forces met at Bahr in March of 624 AD. The Muslims were outnumbered three to one, but still overpowered the overconfident Meccan leadership. The victory was seen as a sign of approval from God of his prophethood.

     Immediately afterwards Muhammad’s prestige greatly increased. Relying on his elevated status he launched a systematic elimination of his opponents and critics by assassination.

625
The two armies meet again near Uhud. This time the Muslims were routed. This gave his opponents the opportunity to attack the Muslims in retaliation. Despite these setbacks, he strengthened his position by leading and authorizing attacks on neighboring tribes.

626
Muhammad expelled one of the Jewish tribes and confiscated all their properties, which exceeded all that the Muslims had seized thus far.

627
The Meccans attempted to seize the Muslims in Medina but failed. On suspicion that the last remaining Jewish tribe conspired with the Meccans, Muhammad had all the men put to death and the women and children were sold into slavery.

628-629
With the military and economic strength of Mecca in decline and several leading men of Mecca defecting, the Meccan leaders signed a peace treaty. But that treaty was later nullified by some allies of the Meccans.

630
Muhammad invaded Mecca with a force of 10,000 men and entered with virtually no resistance.

     Soon afterward a large number of Arabian tribes professed their allegiance to the prophet, and others submitted after being defeated by Muslim armies. All the tribes were obligated to denounce their former polytheistic religions and profess Islam. Christians and Jews could practice their own faith but had to pay high tributes and taxes.

     One of Muhammad’s greatest accomplishments was his ability to incorporate all the many Arab tribes into one unified and powerful nation under the banner of Islam.

632
After leading an Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca the self-proclaimed prophet died a sudden, but natural death.

THE PROPHETS WORD:  THE QUR’AN

· The Qur’an means reading or reciting.

· The Qur’an is eternal – “In the beginning was the Word and the Word became a Book.”
 “The Qur’an is the uncreated speech of God that has existed in the mind of God from eternity”.

· It is an expression of Divine Will.

· “It is the eternal Word of God that descended to Muhammad in order to be the final light and guidance for humankind.”

· The emphasis of the Qur’an is not revealing God per se, but more importantly, disclosing the command of God.

· It is a comprehensive code of life covering every aspect and phase of human life: rules relating to social life, commerce, economics, marriage, inheritance, penal laws, etc.

· The Qur’an is the ultimate divine revelation. It is also the ultimate divine miracle.

· Muhammad claimed the Qur’an was his only miracle.

THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE QUR’AN:
· According to tradition, different fragments of the Qur’an were revealed to Muhammad verbatim by the angel Gabriel over a period of 23 years.

· Muhammad would then recite the revelation to those present.

· Many of the devout believers memorized these recited portions as they were revealed.

· Muhammad’s scribes wrote the revelations on various pieces of paper, stone, palm leaves, and leather.

· After the death of Muhammad, Umar, the second Caliph of Islam, ordered the collection of the Qur’an. During the life of Muhammad, the Qur’an had all been written down but was not yet united in one place, nor arranged in successive order.

· During the reign of Ultman, the third Caliph of Islam, it was reported that several different versions of the Qur’an were being used in several Muslim communities. In order to avoid doctrinal confusion a new and official version of the Qur’an was produced. Several copies of the new authoritative Qur’an were sent to each major center of the Islamic empire, and all other copies of the Qur’an were recalled and burned.

· The Ultman version has practically remained intact to the present day.

THE ARRANGEMENT AND STYLE OF THE QUR’AN:

· The Qur’an is slightly shorter than the New Testament.

· It is divided into 144 chapters called suras, of unequal length.

· The suras are arranged according to length: longest to shortest; with the exception of the first one, which functions as a short introductory prayer.

· There is an inversion of the chronological order – the later revelations come first and the earliest revelations come last.

· According to some, “the Qur’an was badly edited and its contents are very obtusely arranged.”

· The Qur’an is written in the form of Arabic poetry and prose.
· The doctrine of eternal salvation or damnation is the central theme of the Qur’an. The oneness and transcendence of the true God and Creator is also a prevailing theme.

· As Muhammad faced continual rejection and increasing persecution by his opponents there resulted in a new emphasis in the Qur’anic revelations. The suras gradually got longer and more argumentative in tone.

· Western scholars divide the Qur’an into two major divisions:

1. The Meccan period mainly consisted of calling men to moral reform in light of the imminent Day of Judgment when all will give an account before the Creator.

2. The Medinan period suras are different in literary style and content. Islam becomes institutionalized. The content often concerns itself with civic matters. “The whole structure of Islamic ethics, laws, and jurisprudence finds its foundation largely in this section. The revelations become more forceful in their denouncements of Christians and Jews.”

· There is disagreement among Muslims about which section takes precedence over the other. Some argue for abrogation, the Islamic concept of progressive revelation. They argue that the Medinan suras abrogate or cancel previously revealed suras during the Meccan period.

For example: In the Medina period it was revealed that Muslims should turn to Jerusalem when praying. This was abrogated by the command to turn to the sacred mosque in Mecca; The time of fasting was changed; orders that polytheists were to be left alone and turn away from the ignorant was abrogated by “The Verse of the Sword” (II, 191/187), which orders their slaughter.

· However some, especially among the Sufis argue the message of the Meccan period expresses the essence of Islam because of its primary religious quality, which was prior to the political/militaristic tone of the Medinan period.
THE BASIC DOCTRINES OF ORTHODOX ISLAM

THE NATURE OF GOD

· “God is One”: Islam is considered to be pure Monotheism. “There is no god but Allah….” The oneness of God is the foundation of Islam. “Unity is the most ultimate of all.”
 The greatest sin, called “shirk”, is assigning partners to God. Muhammad and Islam deny the Trinity.

· Allah is God’s Personal Name.

· Allah is Transcendent: he is far, far away. He is far above and beyond his creation. He is not considered to be imminent, that is to be close or near to us. In not comprehendible in any way whatsoever.
· “Allah is Great”: Of the 99 most beautiful names of Allah, strength, majesty, and greatness are very prominent. Allah is also said to be gracious, merciful, beautiful, etc., but he is not necessarily loving, holy, and righteous in every situation. Allah may demonstrate love, but this does not mean that in his very nature – “God is love”. Allah is also the one who leads astray, as well as the one who guides. He is described as the “Bringer-down, Compeller, the Tyrant, and Haughty. “God is named from his effects, but he is not to be identified with any of them.”
 The names of God are to be understood as characteristics of the divine will rather than laws of his nature. They are descriptions given to him, but he does not essentially conform to any.

· Allah is Unknowable, Non-Personal, Non-Relational, and Uninvolved: “Allah is the unique, unexplorable inexplicable one – the remote, vast, and unknown God… He cannot be comprehended.”
 For most Orthodox Muslim theologians, God has no knowable essence or nature (Nominalism). The only knowledge Muslims may admit to is knowledge “about Allah”, but nothing remotely related to a personal experiential knowledge of him. People cannot know Allah and should not even try to know him. He is not involved in the affairs of humans. A relationship with God is considered by Muslims to be a metaphysical impossibility.

     To Muslims, Allah has not revealed himself but rather has only revealed his desires and wishes – his will. “The heart of Islam is not to know God but to obey him. It is not to meditate on his essence, but to submit to his will”. The only relationship he has with humanity is described in terms of master and slave.

JESUS CHRIST: HIS PERSON, LIFE AND DEATH

· Jesus was a mere man, nothing more.

· Islam does admit that at least he was a sinless man.
· Jesus was only one of God’s many prophets. His mission was limited to the Jews.

· Jesus was not God incarnate – that God took upon himself the form of humanity.

· Muslims do not accept what the modern-day Bible (NT) says about the nature of Jesus, that he is God’s Son. The Bible has been corrupted and is unreliable. They only accept what is taught about him in the Qur’an. It speaks against Jesus as the divine Son of God. The idea of God begetting a son (in the physical sense) is not befitting of God.

· Muslims claim that Jesus never actually claimed to be God or the Son of God.

· The Qur’an affirms his virgin birth (19:16-21), that Jesus performed many miracles (19:29-31; 5:113), and that God raised him up to heaven (4:158).

· The Qur’an denies that Jesus was crucified on the cross, but that God made someone else look like Jesus, and that person was mistakenly crucified in Jesus’ place. Possible candidates include Judas Iscariot, Pilate, Simon of Cyrene, or one of Jesus’ disciples, or even the likeness of Jesus was cast onto one of Jesus’ enemies and he was crucified in his place.

· The Swoon Theory: A small minority believes that Jesus was tortured on the cross, but survived, only appearing to be dead. After resuscitating himself, Jesus traveled to India and died there.

· One of the constant themes of the Qur’an is that those who obey Allah will triumph, and those who disobey will be defeated. To the Muslim mind, Jesus could not have died on the cross, because this would mean that the enemies of Allah had triumphed over God’s prophet. This would be an admission that on the cross the unrighteousness had ultimately triumphed over righteousness.

· At Christ’s second coming, he will tell Christians to follow Muhammad. He will descend to the earth, will marry, have children, and live 45 years, after which he will die and be buried along with Muhammad. Then Jesus will arise from the grave.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

· Orthodox Islam teaches that Muhammad is the one predicted to come after Jesus, the promised “Helper” of John 14:16.

SATAN AND ANGELS (JINN)

· Islam and Christianity agree on the person and nature of Satan and angels.

MAN, SIN, AND SALVATION

· Adam was the first man created in heaven and was expelled to the earth after his fall.

· The purpose of man is not to know God and become more conformed to his character, but to understand his will and become more obedient to his commands.

· Human beings are created innocent and free, without a sin nature. The original sin of Adam and a human nature bent toward committing evil is not inherited from him. However, everyone personally chooses to sin against God. The Muslim author Faruqi states, “People are born innocent and remain so until each makes him or herself guilty by a guilty deed.”

· Sin is making a mistake, a slip. Adam and Eve’s slip was completely forgiven. It had no effect on the nature of man or the rest of creation. Faruqi again says, 

“Human beings are no more ‘fallen’ than they are ‘saved’. Because they are not ‘fallen’, they need no savior. But because they are not ‘saved’ either they need to do good works and do them ethically which alone will earn them the desired salvation.”

· Atonement for sin is unnecessary since sin is not considered to be serious or have any grievous consequence.

· Salvation is achieved only through submission to the teachings and the practices of Islam. The means of salvation are belief or faith and action: salvation cannot be achieved without these two means. Belief consists of at least these elements: the oneness of God, the prophecy of Muhammad (Qur’an), and life after death. Actions consist of the correct performance of “The Five Religious Pillars of Islam”. Belief alone is not enough. Man must correctly perform all duties required of him.

· When a Muslim correctly performs all the essential duties of Islam, this provides him only the hope of living in paradise. There is no assurance or security of one’s salvation.

· Despite how perfectly a Muslim correctly performs his Islamic duties, his salvation is still predicated on the arbitrary will of Allah to grant mercy and forgiveness to whomever he desires. Muhammad said,

“Without the mercy of God, no one can attain salvation by virtue of his actions.”

· For those who God desires to save, whether faithful or not, he will multiply their good deeds. The evil of the believers is changed into good (4:40; 6:160; 25:70). Believers simply increase their odds of gaining Allah’s favor by their good deeds.

· After a certain period of time God will bring out of hell a large number of the damned, not because they earned it, but for Allah to demonstrate his compassion.

THE AFTERLIFE: HEAVEN AND HELL

· Every soul will die, will be raised up and face “The Day of Judgment”.
· Muslims use the hadith (additional sayings of Muhammad that are not included in the Qur’an), in order to explain the events following death.

· According to an Islamic tradition, for the most part, the soul of a person remains with the body until the Day of Judgment. While in the grave two angels visit the dead person to ask a series of questions about his faith, his God, and who is his prophet. Of course, the correct answer is Islam, Allah, and Muhammad.

“For the believer who passes the test successfully the angels make their graves more spacious, and open a window through which they can gaze at the Garden and receive the winds and odor of Paradise. For the unbeliever who fails the test, the angels “open a door to hell fire for him. Thus, the deceased feels the heat and hot winds from hell and his grave narrows until his ribs merge into one another.”

· “With slight exceptions each individual will undergo some kind of torment slight or heavy…the believer’s torment is mostly designed to have a purging effect on the soul.”

· After the period of punishment most individuals fall into a “sleep state”.

· For “The Day of Judgment” God will recreate each individual’s body in its original shape from every person’s imperishable seed, and will then rejoin every soul to its body… After all, humankind is resurrected, they will then be gathered before the throne of God.

· Each person will be judged. Everything a person does, including intentions and desires, will be accounted for on this day…the divine judicial process is carried out by means of a scale, which is used for balancing the individual’s good deeds against the bad deeds.

· The last phase of the process of judgment is crossing of the bridge over hell (36:66; 37:23-24). The faithful will have an easier time of it, while the unfaithful, who are those condemned at the judgment, will not be able to cross successfully, and will fall into the abyss of hell. The bridge is a means to verify the relative merit of any given person.

· Hell is not necessarily eternal for all. Even the most sinful will be saved by Muhammad’s intercession and God’s mercy in the end. All but those who have committed the worst sin of impugning the unity of God, have the possibility of being saved.

 A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO BASIC MUSLIM BELIEFS

AN EVALUATION OF MUHAMMAD

· In Deut. 18:21-22; 13:1-8, Moses gave instructions to the Israelites for determining the validity of a prophet’s message: 1) Does every prediction he makes come to pass just as he said; 2) Does he encourage God’s people to follow after other gods. If someone claiming to be a prophet of the Lord does not measure up to these criteria, then God’s people are not to listen to such a prophet. 

· Muhammad claimed to be a prophet of God, delivering the last and final word of God to mankind. Does Muhammad pass the test of prophethood? No!

· Evidence that Muhammad possessed any truly supernatural gift of prophecy is lacking.

· He never even offered one prophecy as proof of his office.

· Whatever so-called prophecy he did make is vague and subject to dispute. 

· He never offered miracle proof to give validity to his message. His message was his proof, “Believe me because I said so.”

· His message encouraged God’s people to follow after a god that was contrary in nature to the God previously revealed.

· The first impression that he and his critics had concerning the origin of his revelations was that they were not from God but of the devil.

· The source of the vast majority of ideas in the Qur’an are of known sources, such as, Jewish, Christian, pagan, or otherwise.

· Muslims claim that Muhammad was beyond (major) sin and is the perfect moral example for mankind. “He is living proof of what man can be and of what he can accomplish in the realm of excellence and virtue.”
 Does Muhammad pass the moral test? No!

· He was a polygamist -- He had as many as fifteen wives, even though he told other men that they could only have four wives. Muslims claim that God made an exception for him. One of his wives was the divorced wife of his adopted son. He had another wife who was only nine years old.

· He degraded the status of women – Men are considered superior to women and have the status of a slave. Men are permitted to beat their wives.

· He persecuted and oppressed others on religious grounds.

· His moral life was characterized by expediency. 

· He was a pirate and a thief – He raided his neighbor’s caravans to support himself and his cause financially.

· He was a merciless murderer. He assassinated people who simply composed poems to mock him. He massacred 800 Jewish men and sold their woman and children into slavery.
AN EVALUATION OF THE QUR’AN

The miraculous nature of the Qur’an is the foundation of Islam and the only proof for the prophethood of Muhammad. Muslims make numerous claims to prove the Qur’an’s divine origin. But are these claims true?

· Muslims claim that the Qur’an has a miraculous origin. The miraculous origin is based on the belief that Muhammad was illiterate. To Muslims, it is a marvel that such a literary wonder could have been produced by someone who could neither read nor write.

· It is questionable whether Muhammad was illiterate. There is evidence to the contrary.
 Even though he lacked formal training, Muhammad was a bright person possessing great skills, including literary skills.

· It is possible that he used a scribe to stylize the material.

· The vast majority of ideas in the Qur’an come from known sources.

· It is most likely that Muhammad’s first impression was right, that he received the information from an evil spirit.

· Muslims claim that the Qur’an is perfect in:

· Literary style

· Literary style proves nothing with regard to divine inspiration. In determining divine inspiration, eloquence is highly subjective. A case could be made for divine authority of any of Shakespeare’s novels if eloquence was a determining factor.

· The Qur’an is nothing special. “It is by no means the universal opinion of unprejudiced Arabic scholars that the literary style of the Qur’an is superior to that of all books in the Arabic language.”

· The Qur’an possesses numerous grammatical irregularities according to Iranian Shi’ite scholar Ali Dashti.

· The beauty of the Qur’an is by no means an agreed conclusion of “all learned men”. 

“It is as toilsome reading as I ever undertook, a wearisome, confused jumble, crude, incondite. Nothing but a sense of duty could carry any European through the Koran.”

· Unity

· Unity proves nothing with regard to divine inspiration. Just because a book has no contradictions does not mean God was the author.

· Critics question how totally consistent the Qur’an is. Early Meccan revelations conflict with later Median revelations. I.e.: religious tolerance (2:256) versus “the sword verse” (9:5, 29).
· The Qur’an itself makes conflicting statements: 

· In Sura 11 it states that one of Noah’s sons didn’t go into the ark, but drowned in the flood. But in Sura 21 it contradicts itself by stating that all of Noah’s kinfolks were saved.

· God created the world in six days (7:54; 32:4); God created the world in eight days (41:9-12).

· Scientific Accuracy

· Scientific Accuracy proves nothing with regard to divine inspiration. Simply because a book is free of scientific error does not prove it was inspired by God.
· Christianity is the mother of science. The founders of almost every area of modern science were men working from a Christian/creationist worldview: Copernicus, Kepler, Kelvin, Newton, Pascall, Boyle, Maxwell, Agassiz, and others. Muslim armies destroyed vast resources of knowledge, including the libraries at Alexandria and in Persia.

· Mathematical structure proves nothing with regard to divine inspiration.

“Even if the Qur’an were a mathematical “miracle”, this would not be sufficient to prove that it was from God”.

· Muslims claim the Qur’an teachings are in harmony with the original Bible.

· The Qur’an contradicts the Bible on every major religious doctrine: the nature of God, Jesus, sin, salvation, and the afterlife.

· The Qur’an contains at least 100 statements that conflict with the Bible. I.e.:


Noah’s ark came to rest on top of Mt.:
Abraham attempted to sacrifice

Qur’an – Judi (Sura 11:44)

    Qur’an - Ishmael (Sura 37:100-112)

Bible – Ararat (Gen. 10)


    Bible – Isaac (Gen. 22)

Abraham’s father was:


Mary gave birth to Jesus:

Qur’an –Azar (Sura 6:74).

     Qur’an – under a palm tree (7:136)

Bible – Terah (Gen. 11:26-32)

      Bible – in a stable (Lk. 2:7).

· Muslims claim that predictive prophecies contained within the Qur’an prove divine origin.

· Few outside of Islam are convinced that there are any supernatural predictions within the pages of the Qur’an. “There is certainly no clear prediction of anything that would have been evident to an intelligent observer in advance of the event.”

AN EVALUATION OF ISLAMIC MONOTHEISM

· Its Origin: The oneness of God did not originate with Muhammad. The 2nd century philosopher Plotinus believed that the Ultimate (God) was absolutely and individually One…the One is so utterly transcendent that it cannot be known except by mystical experience (Plotinian Agnosticism). His views heavily influenced Orthodoxy Islamic agnosticism and Sufi mysticism.

· Plurality Within Unity: Muslim scholars themselves make distinctions that would allow for some kind of distinction within God’s unity. They insist that the Qur’an is the eternal and perfect expression of the mind of God, but is somehow not identical to God and is distinguishable from him. They argue for a plurality within a unity. This is similar to how Christians explain the Trinity. The same in one sense (essence), not the same in another sense (persons).

· Is God Unknowable? The Christian philosopher and theologian Thomas Aquinas argued that an effect must resemble its cause. He said, “You cannot give what you have not got”. Hence, if God caused goodness, then he must be Goodness… whatever reality we have, we have from him, and that he is by his very nature.”
 God does what he does because that’s who he is!

· A Problem With Evil? If God is described merely by what he does, then why not also call God evil, since he causes evil? Muslims are inconsistent in their evaluation of the nature of God when they are willing to call Allah good, but are unwilling to call him evil. If they say that there is nothing in him as the basis of calling him evil, then they have admitted that God’s name does tell us something about his nature.

     The Islamic view of God makes him the author evil. It fails to make a distinction between God’s will and what God desires. God allows evil, sin, suffering, and death to exist, but he does not cause it, nor does he take pleasure in it. It was his will that evil be allowed to come into existence, as a part of his plan, that is, to bring about a greater good – the manifestation of his glory and our sharing in that glory.

· A Religious Problem? By definition, a religious experience within a monotheistic context involves the relation between to two persons, the worshiper and God. The problem for the average Muslim is how can he/she submit to or even love a God about which he knows nothing. The natural result has been for many Muslims to seek knowledge of God through mystical experiences, i.e.: Sufism, because the knowledge of God cannot be found in the Qur’an or Orthodox Islam.

AN EVALUATION OF ISLAM’S VIEW OF JESUS CHRIST

· Who Do You Say I Am? It is true, Jesus did not say in the exact words, “I Am God” or “I am the Son of God”. However, Jesus made many claims of deity (See, “A Summary of the Evidence for the Deity of Christ”).

· Jesus was much, much more than a mere human, just one of the prophets. He was God made in the likeness of a man, in order to save man. Jesus was and is the unique God/Man. Jesus was fully human, who claimed to be and is fully God (Col. 2:9). ONE PERSON possessing TWO NATURES – Human and Divine in its fullest and complete sense. He alone possesses the five essential attributes of a deity: 1) Eternality; 2) Immutability; 3) Omnipresence; 4) Omniscience; 5) Omnipotence.

· Jesus is Eternal and Co-equal in Nature and Essence to the Father -- He is only different in subordination or function. The term Father is used to imply that the Son is subordinate to the Father in function only, not that the Father conceived the Son or that the Son’s nature is inferior to the Father.
· Did Jesus Die on the Cross?
· The Old Testament predicted it (Ps. 22; Isa. 53:5-10; Dan. 9:26; Zech. 12:10).

· Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah (Mt. 4:14; 5:17-18; Jn. 4:25-26).

· Jesus predicted his death and resurrection in advance over and over again (Mt. 12:40; 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:18; Mk. 10:45; Jn. 2:19-20; 10:10-11).

· Predictions of his resurrection are based on the fact that he would die (Ps. 16:10; Isa. 26:19; 53:10-11; Dan. 12:2).

· The extent of Jesus’ injuries sustained on the cross necessitates his death (Jn. 19:34).

· The Roman soldiers accustomed to crucifixion and death, pronounced Jesus had died (Jn. 19:33).
· Pilate himself checked to see if Jesus was died (Mk. 15:44-45).

· Jesus was wrapped in about 75 pounds of cloth and spices and placed in a sealed tomb for three days (Mt. 27:60; Jn. 19:39-40).
· Non-Christian historians and writers from the first and second centuries record the death of Jesus: Josephus, Cornelius Tacitus, Thallus, Lucian, and Phlegon.

· The earliest Christian writers after the time of Christ affirmed his death on a cross.

· The central teaching of Christianity is based on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Without it there can be no salvation – “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness”.

AN EVALUATION OF ISLAM’S VIEW OF SALVATION

· The purpose of man is to know and glorify God.

· Sin is much more than a little mistake, a slip.

· It is very serious and grievous (Rom. 6:23).

· It is rebellion against God.
· Sin is universal: “for all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23; 3:10; I Jn. 1:10; Isa. 53:6a).

· Man is a sinner in action and nature (Jer. 17:9; Mk. 7:21-23; Rom. 5:12-21).

· Sin separates us from God (Isa. 59:2).

· Christ came into the world to save sinners (Mk. 10:45; I Tim. 1:13).

· Atonement for sin was very necessary, Jesus said so himself: “It is necessary that I go to Jerusalem…that I must be killed and on the third day be raised from the dead (Mt. 16:21).

· Jesus’ death was sufficient to pay for every sin of every person who has/is/will ever live on the face of the earth. The extent of the atonement was for all men.
· Salvation was completed, accomplished, and secured by Christ’s death on the cross. Because Jesus paid the penalty of sin, obtaining forgiveness and redemption for all men, He is able to offer salvation as a gift to those who will receive it by faith: (Rom 6:23; John 1:12-13; Rom 5:17).

· We are saved only by Christ’s work on the cross. He alone is worthy to obtain redemption of mankind (Rev. 5:9). We are saved by His works, for good works (Eph 2:8-10; Titus 3:5-7; Titus 2:14).

· We cannot be saved by our works! All our righteousness is seen by God as filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). We are saved only by our faith in Christ, “by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight” (Rom 3:20). “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness” (Rom 4:5). (Also see: Gal 2:16; 2:21; 3:10-11; 5:3-4; Rom 1:16-17).
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